
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

ORLANDO DIVISION 
 

In re: 
 
BRADLEY MARTIN and      Case No. 6:10-bk-20006-ABB 
JANICE L. MARTIN,    Chapter 7 
 

Debtors. 
_____________________________/ 
 

ORDER 
 
 This matter came before the Court on the Motion for Reconsideration of Non-

Discharge of Co-Debtor (Doc. No. 16) filed by the Debtors Bradley Martin (“Bradley”) 

and Janice Lynn Martin (“Janice”) in which the Debtors request Janice be granted a 

discharge.  A hearing was held on March 28, 2011 at which the Debtors appeared.  Their 

counsel did not appear.  The Debtors filed a post-hearing brief (Doc. No. 20) in support 

of their Motion pursuant to the Court’s directive.  The Motion is due to be granted for the 

reasons set forth herein. 

 The Debtors filed a joint Chapter 7 case in the United States Bankruptcy Court for 

the Eastern District of Michigan, Detroit Division (“Michigan Bankruptcy Court”), on 

July 11, 2002 (“July 11, 2002 Case”) captioned In re Bradley W. Martin and Janice L. 

Martin, Case No. 6:02-bk-55910 (Doc. No. 20, Ex. B).  They were granted a discharge in 

the July 11, 2002 case on October 11, 2002 and the case was closed on November 6, 

2002.     

 The Debtors commenced the above-captioned case in this Court on November 5, 

2010 (“Petition Date”).  The Petition Date is more than eight years after the petition date 

of their July 11, 2002 Case.  Bradley was granted a discharge by this Court pursuant to 11 
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U.S.C. Section 727 (Doc. No. 14), but Janice has not been granted a discharge because 

the Court’s nationwide search of the Debtors’ Social Security Numbers reflects Janice 

filed a bankruptcy case in the Michigan Bankruptcy Court, Case No. 03-40323-swr, on 

January 6, 2003 (“January 6, 2003 Case”), which is within eight years of the Petition 

Date, and she is not entitled to a discharge pursuant to 11 U.S.C. Section 727(a)(8).    

 The Debtors submitted the CM/ECF docket sheet from the January 6, 2003 Case 

which reflects the case was filed by Christopher Scott Hattey and Janice La Verne Hattey 

(“Ms. Hattey”) (Doc. No. 20, Ex. A).  “Janice L. Martin” with Janice’s Social Security 

Number and former Michigan address is listed as an alias of Ms. Hattey.  The January 6, 

2003 petition is not available because the Michigan Bankruptcy Court purged its records.   

 Janice is not Ms. Hattey and it appears Janice’s name, address, and Social 

Security Number were mistakenly associated with Ms. Hattey’s bankruptcy filing.  

Debtors’ counsel contacted the Chapter 7 Trustee of Ms. Hattey’s case and he stated Ms. 

Hattey would not have been granted a discharge had she and Janice been one and the 

same person; the United States Trustee would have flagged the case for dismissal.  Janice 

stated in open Court she filed one bankruptcy case in Michigan in 2002 and did not file a 

case in 2003.  Her statements were credible. 

 Janice did not commence a bankruptcy case in Michigan in 2003.  She is eligible 

for a discharge in the above-caption pending case pursuant to 11 U.S.C. Sections 

727(a)(8) and 707(a). 
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Accordingly, it is 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Debtor’s Motion (Doc. No. 

16) is hereby GRANTED pursuant to 11 U.S.C. Sections 727(a)(8) and 707(a); and it is 

further 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Clerk of Court shall 

hereby enter the general discharge of Janice Lynn Martin pursuant to 11 U.S.C. Section 

727. 

 

 Dated this 5th day of April, 2011. 
 
         /s/ Arthur B. Briskman 
       ARTHUR B. BRISKMAN 
       United States Bankruptcy Judge 
 
 


